Wherin i is clearly proved the 1 


and uſefulneſſe of Believers Baptifime, As alſo 


the ſinfulneſſe and vanity of Infants Baptiſme. 
Wich uſefuli Inſtructions, 85 
the ſame matter. 


K 
Grounded upon Ephel.4. 5. 


One Lord, One Faith, One Baptifme. 
By KoszZAr GaRNeR, 


¢ that th [ure wt net erte- 

oth bis wayes foall | | 
Psat. 119. 126, 1% 18. 

It i time for thee, Lord, io Work: they kave made voidthy Law. 

Therefore I love thy Commandements above gold,yea,above fine geld. 

Therefore, I efteem al thy Precepts concerning al to be right : 
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Landen and cw here, in all .. S 
B the Lord: Ady: tothe 
, tbat you mazreceive 
of under anding, to t the 


ſtery of Gad, end of the Father jong of: 


in 
ye may be firengthened by him With all 
all utterance, and with all knowledge, repleniqt rom 


that wi ſedome Which is fr from above, and enabled by bim to Walk in lo- 


line leve, in Truth as it isin 
Jefus be | by yeu. Beloved, our 
Lord and whom I ferve , in 
whom alfo I ther and Servant inthe Faith ana fellow foip 
ofthe Gefpelt) having brought to my hand [ome und dig and 
enjoyment of the de of Ba tifme, d the wfefulne ſſe thereot as it 


concetnds hath alloted it: I did account 
my felt bound in duty to 7 you partakers of bis grace given to me, 
by recommending the [ame to your confider ation, as it propounded in 
the following Treatiſe. And the rather I was willing to do ſo, becauſe 
(although I have (een the precious labours of fome of my dear bre- 

tren, tomy edification, clearing the truth of the do Etrine of Believers 

anſwer to [ach , or the arguments of ſuch who pleaded fe carneftly 
( though carnall ly) for the yet I have (een Treatiſe pofitiver 
ly and directly ag the dottrine of Believers baptiſm, with the 
End and uſe thereof untothem. I beſcech the fronger Brethren not 
to account this arregancis or preſumption in me, am 


the Saints. Lbave writ it, andfent it ofpe 
e. 2 confirmation of of the weaker : having con- , 


2 ( through the Lord) that is will be of fome (uch ufe and advan- 
te theme Some things in Treatiſe do not fo direct concern 
youmy Brethren, as others, who apen [everall prema ( though but 
winded as will be mf 
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TO THE READER. 


with underftauding. Nevertheleſſe [ach things wil not be wfele ff: ux. 
be without fruit among ft tbeſe, among whom more eſpecially they d, 
concern: ifthe Lord is bringing this Treatife to their bands, bring it 
te their hearts alfe. It i their enftruttion that I di fire. If any man 
1 be a Prophet or ſyirituall, let him acknowledge, that 
the things that | write unte yon, are the Commandements of the Lord, 
Ber tfany men will be ignorant, let him be ignorant. Brethren pray 
for me: Be windfull of the Brethren among me: Study to advance 
the Kimgdowe of Clorift in tbeſe parts: for there «a general! back 
Wardue to caft off bumane traditions, and te cleſe with the Lord 
Ieſus in bas pure Ordinances. | 

The grace of our Lerd Jeſus Chrift be with you. Ady love be with 
you ali in Chrift Jefus. Amen. 


- 


Your Brother in the love and 
fervice and riches of the 
| Goſpell 


Ropert GARNER. 
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Wherein is clearly proved the lawfulneſſe and uſefulneſſe 
of Believers Baptiſme: As alſo the ſinfulneſſe and vanitie 


of Infants Baptiſm. 
With wfefuk Infractions concerning the fame matter. 


Grounded upon Ephef. 4 5. 
One Led, One Faith, one Baptifm. 


| | 
ne Hich Scripture holde th forth to us this truth: to 
N 12) wit, The Lord Jeſus bath given and commanded One 
of water under the Geſpel to be adminiftred 

V 22 ante Belsevers 
ln holding forth this truth, it is needfull to clear 

up theſe things: to wit, 
Firſt, by Baptifme in this Scripture, we are to 

underſtand the Baptiſm of water. ; 

Secondly, This Baptifme of water is an Ordinance of the 

Thirdly, This Ordinance of the herd Ieſus is properly and pe- 
culiarly belonging vnto Believers: Or, it is given and command- 
edunto believers onely. 5 | 

Fourthly, What is the end and uſe of baptiſme unto believers. 
And this I ſhall fhew by laying downe what are thoſe Priviledges 
er bencfits which the Lord Jefus gives.to believers in this 
Ordinance. | | 
Fifthly, What is the duty of believets, in and after their pat- 
taking in this Ordinance. 
Sixthly, Whom the Lord Ieſus ha th appointed to be the Dif 
pencer or Adminiftrator ef this Ordinance unto believers. 

Thefe things ( the helpe of God) 2 up 
will afford to us ſome inftructiens, as flowing thence; 
and will ſerve for a Touchftone to make tryall ef that whichis 

A 3 Wust 


1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
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the fam 
rische? an oe Gg and 


one Baptifme of Mater mentioned inthe Ceſpe l. 


What Ioſtructions will naturally ariſe to us from theſe gene: 
rall heads, I ſhall annexe them thereunto as I goe forwatd. 
The firk ching to be cleared up is this: to wit, By bꝛptiſmt in 
this ſcripture we are to underſtand che ba There 
is indeed à thrretolii © cripture. 
The baptifine of water, Acts 8 36. and 16.47. Tne baptiſme of the 
hely Spirit or fire, Mat. 3 11. Mark. 1. 8. Ahd the baptiſme ol 
afflictions, Math 20.23. Mark. 10,39. The ſirſt of theſę was ad- 
miniftred to all believers we reade of inthe Goſpell. The ſecend 
was given by Chriſt, more efpecially to ſeme perfons, either be · 
‘fore or after the adminiftration of the baptiſme of water, in 
what meaſure the Lord Chrift was pleafed to diſpenſe the fame. 
And this is called the gift or gifts of the holy Spirit. Acts. 10. 45; 
and 19. 5. 6. Th laſt oftheſe is one time Sr otket the portion of 
all ſuch as will live godly in Chriſt Jeſus: tkough indeed ſome by 
the appointment of God drinke deeper of the Cup, and are plua- 
ged lower and longer in afflictions then others ate; yet ſo, as Ged 
alwayes proportioneth richer méafares of grice and ftrengthto 
greater meaſures of tryals and aſſictie ms. 
What hath beene fpolten concerning this three fold baptifine 
may ferve (as I conceive) to give ſome hehe to Reb. 6, 2. Where 
mention is made of Baptiſmes: not one Onely in the fingular num- 
ber, but baptifmes, in the plut all number. This by the way) 
No the main Scope ot A n€of the Apoſtle fére- 


viour: ye are all baptize 


yon in 


mentioned Scripture. ( Ephef. 4.5.) will fully 
Deprifine of water is chichy and Oh intended’ 
this exhortation to the Saikts, verſe 3. endeavour 
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. He preſſech thist Rent 
tion from the confidetztien af 0 
which were the comm lot or hed 
of all fuch as walke in, ue, yell ae 
all One body, and one ſpirit, and you are all called to ene and the 
ame hope: ye have Wl Gre LOR ye Prolene ont faith in 
1 with ont and dh 
And therefore do 
Hyourtel vesikeepOr preferve OS 
of whereby to ftrengthen N b 
one 


dne of thofe three baptifines above mentioned; bur fitſt, it was 

not the ba ptiſme of the holy ſpirit or fire: for it is evident, all 

bkeſe believers were not baptized with the powring out of the 

gilt or gifts of the holy ſpirit upon them: they did not all pro- 

pheſie nor all ſpake with tongues: but ke gave ſome Apoſtles, and 

feme Prophets for the edifying of the Body, verſ. 1 1. 13. 13. And 

fecondly, it was not the baptiſme of aſſlictions: for we do not 

reade affiGions which all the members of this 

body did for ehe en meet with. And therefore that exhor- 

tation 7 or not fo. crear! preſſed upon them from 

either of theſæ baptiſmes. And therefore this One baptiſme here 

meotioned, is without doubt the baptiſme of water, wherewith 

all the members of that one body, upon profeflien sy faith, 

the edmmandement pf that one. Lord, were 

And from this One baptifme of water, whereof they were all 

partakers, as alſo they were of many other Oneneſſes, he exhorts 

155 28 or preferye the unity or Oneneſſe of the Spitit in 
0 Ace. le pale «shen * 

„That afefull which flawes from hence, is to teach all 

the Saints, Who are under the profeſſion of this one haptiſme ac - tion. 

cording to the commaadement of One Lord, upon the profeſſion 

of ane faith, to endeavour at all times, by all meanes to keep or 2 Cor. 23. 

preſerve the unity of the fpirit, the oneneſſe of heart and minde, 1. 

in the bond of peace. >, * 

And this that I have faid, may ferve as the firft Touchſtone for T7. 

the tryall of Infanrs baptiſme, whereby the unwartantableneſſe tf 

and 1055 fame will be if 

one baprifme i all (without exception) who are under 

er preferve the of ſpirit in that Bo 

dy whereof they are members; to wall in gracious, amibie, 

wife, and peaceable manner in the Body: phen ſuxcix Lefagts 

_ havenoadmirtance by the Lord to chis Ordinance. Doth che 


* 


Lord any where lay ſuch an ingagement as chis ig upon Infants? 
Or lach an ingagemeng as this is ? Ot doth 


the Apaſtle iatend them ig this Scripcure Whereint he 
ate one body,, and one ſpirit, and ye are called to due hope.: ye 
have one Lord, ne faith, and one Biptiſnie: therefore dogg 
leep the unity of she ſpirit in the hond of peace. 

cvidens Tafants.or Iafaats believers » Dig 
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The firft witneffo,t0 prove and Believers baptifan, 
_ @nely have entrance and admittance to the Lord to this ordi. 
nance. 
And this remains now to be further proved in clearing up the 
two next particulars, to wit; The baptiſme of water is an Ordi- 
nance of the Lord Jefus ; which is one of them; And this Or- 
dinance of the Lord Jefas is properly and peculiarly * 
unto believers, which js the ocher of them; Theſe two, I l 
now prove joyntly the mouth of two clear and faithfull 
witneſſes wherein Me word is eſtabliſhed, and fhall prevail - 
gaioft all gain-fayers. Theſe two witnefies are; Firft , the com- 
mand ef the Lord Jefus and of his fervancs from his mouth. Se- 
condly, the example of the Lord Jefus , and of the Saints in Scri- 
pture, who have walked before us in the pathes of the Go 
The firſt witneſſe is the command of the Lord Jeſus, and of his 
fervants from his mouth. And who shall contradi& lis commun. 
demeut, unto whom all power in heaven and earth isgiven? It 
is thus written, Matthew 28. 18,19, 20. And Jefus fpake to his 
Difciples faying, All power is given unto me in heaven and carth. 
Go 1 theretore and make Diſciples all Nations, ( for ſo the 
words are to be read) baptizing them in the Name of che Father, 
e Sonne, and of the holy ſpirit : Teaching them to ob- 
things whatfoever I have commanded you. Wherein ob- 
| this Order, to wit, firſt make Difciples , and then baptize 
mem, and then teach them to obſerve all other things that I have 
“commanded you. And let another Scripture witneſſe to the truth 
of this interpretation, Ioh. 4. 2. Jefus made and baptized mere 
Diſciples then John. Firſt he made Diſciples, and then they were 
baptized. And che very fame Commiſſion of our Lord J clus a it 
is exprefied by M in the 16. chapt. verſ. 15. 16. Doth put tke 
matter out of all doubt, and is ſufficient to convince ſuch ( if the 
Lord pleaſe) as make, I know not what ſtrange interpretations of 
— — — he ſaid to them, Go ye — all the 
pre te every creature. He rhat believeth, 
aud i baptized foall be faved. That is, fach as are made believers: 


through the power of God in the preaching of the Goſpell, let 
— and he that believeth and is baprized thal! 
faved. Thus we ſee Adatthew and Adark explaining each other 
concerning the minde of the Lord Jefus in this Ordinance. Make 
— — and then baptize them. Let them 
believers another, and be baptized. And deubtleſſe t 


4 * 
* 
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The fecond Witneffe, tereve and jafifie Believers baptiſme. 1 
Scripture fore - ſeeing what contradictions would afterward arife 
againſt this Ordinance of Chrift ( thus to be difpenfed ) through 
that ſelf· love, carnall feare, ptide and worldlineſſe, which toe 
much poſſeſſeth the hearts of many; What oppoſitions 
would be raiſed againft the Saints for the practiſe of it: did thas. 
ide to clear up and confirm this truth to them wholehearts 
Bod doth perſwade to receive in the love of it. To thele Scti- 
ptures may be added divers others concegning the minde of the 
Lord Ieſus in the mouths of his Servants, Ms. 2.38. Repentand 
be baptized every one of you in the Name of Jefas Chrift, A&s. 
10. 47,48. Can any man forbid water that cheſe (hoald not be 
baptized which have received the hely Spirit as-well as We? 
And he commanded them to be baptized in the Name of theLord. 
Aé@ts.22.:16. And now why tarticl they? (Tt is the command of 
the Lord Jefus by Ananas to Saul, after that he appeaced te him 
in a Way of grace.) Ariſe and be baptized, Thus we have the 
firft witnefle {peaking clearly, plainly, and fully to the matter, Ib.; 14 
without any Deceittulnefle , Darknefle, or inticeing words of 
ie fecond-witneffe Cagrecing with the former) is thé ¢xam- 
ple of the Lord J eſus, and of the Saints in Scripture, who have 
walked before us in the paths of the Goſpel. We will fet the Lord 
Jeſus in the firſt place. Matthew 3.1 . Then copameth le- 
ſus from Gallile to Jordan unto Ieh to he baptized of him: bur 
Jobn forbad him, ſay ing, I have need to be baptized of 47 and 
commeft thon to me? And Iefus anfweting, id to him, fnffer it 
do be fo now: for thus it becommeth us to fulfill ‘all 7 
neſſe. Then he ſuffered him. The Lord Ieſus is herein an example to 
believers in theſe. ot the like reſpects: firſt in his paines, He tta- 
vaileth from Gallile unto Jordan to be baptized. He is willing 
take paines to fulfill his Fathers Will. “Secondly in his forwar 
neſſe, and that is implyed in the word then. Then commetk Tefus. 
That is. when Jobs had entred upon the adminiftratien of hap- 
doth not V. t makes the Wu i$ | a- 
ther. Thirdly in his He ro Toh Bi ifdaineth 
not, ner negletteth the Ordinance of Ged, be 
niſtred to him by one much inferiour to himſe e. Fonte 4 
his haly and firme. reſolution, He breake through all Oppo ages 


9 
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fathers will. Jobe forbad him. But the Lerd leſus thie: 
tion with this tonfiderarion, ‘that it is af act of righreont: 

¢, ahd therefore it hehovetk or becommeth him to fulfill the 
fame. To his exainple,we (hall add the practiſe of the Saints in 
Scripmré. Acts. 2,41. Then they that gladly received his word 
wete baptized. Ackt. 8. 1 2. 13. But When they believed Phi 
ase the things concerning the Kingdome ef God, and the 
leſus Chrift, they were baptized, both men and Woe 

men, Then Si non himielfe believed allo, and was ba ptized: And 
verte 38.37.38. of the fame chapter, che Eunuch aid, fee here is 
cet, what doth hinder me to be baprized? And Philip ſaid, if 
chon believeſt with all chine heart, chou mayeft. And be anſwer- 
“a and faid, I believe that Tefus Chrift is the Sonne of God. Then 
they went into the water, both Pailip and the Eunuch, and be 
baptized him Acts 9,18. After that the Lord Ieſus had appeared : 


ia a Way of Grace to Saul, und had ſent him to ⁰ It is ſuid, 


He teetived fight forthwith, an aro and was baptized, Ads 


18 8. Many of the Corsethian! hearing, believed, and were bap- 


tized. And we reade further of foure honſholds ef believers who 
Were baptized, Lydia and her . N Acts 16. 14 15. The 
tor and bis houthold, vert. 33, 34. of the Chapter. Cri 
[pas and his hole, Acts 18.8. The houfhold of Cor. 
1. 16. Now if fome fall yet continue to fay, (as many have al- 
dy ſpoken upon their imagination ) that it is probable, 
here wete Infants in the houſheld of Lys as well as them of 
Wh yeirts, aud therefstt Tofints, Were baptized as well 26 
sem, 1 give this twofold auſwer; to wit, there is but one 
baptifine of water! Obe ia relpect of that One Lord, who hath 
of that one fab jet , to wit, 
e ptofeſſton of one fiith, upon whom 
it to be adminſſtred · And 
y boldly affirm, chat upon the fame ground Ly- 
vpon the ſame ground alfo her houfhold was 


Daptixed': that was 1 pon their attention and ſub/ecdion 


note the Gefpell 
with Infan 


th Pal gched. A how this will agree 
it is much fafer aad 


tis Vein » Wherein there is 

irt darko Ayer dg) by other clear Scriprures of 
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te juitific Belewers haptilore. 9 
wrong the Teftimony of the Lord Ieſus with onc own imagina- 
tions. Let us then compare ſpirituall chings with {pirituall. Let 
us try the baptiſme ot Cydia and het houthold , by the baptiſn 
of rhofe other three houcholds mentioned above, . The jay or and 
his houſhold who were baptized, were fuch to whom Paul and 
Silas did ſpeak the word of the Lord, Acts 16. 32. and ſuch as 
believed and rejoyced in God, verſ. 34. Ne xejoyced and belie- 
ved in God with all his heuſt. And of Criſpus and his houſhold, 
it is faid, Acts 18. 8. Criſſus believed on the Lord with all his 
houſe, and they were baptized, And the henthold of Stephanas 
whom Tau baptized, 1 Cor. 1. 16. He witneſſech of chem in the 
16. chapter of this Epiftle verf, 15. they were the ſirſt fruits of 
Achaia, and have addifted themfelves c the miniftery, of che 
Saints. Now whether any of theſe Scriptures ceach to us either 
Airectiy or b baptiſm of Infants let the 
judge. 


Thus we have the fecend witneſſe 
(is the Lords witneſſes alwayes do) 
and fully to the matter alfo, And in the month, ty 
-witnefles we have the ſecond and third general heads clearly and 
tully proved : to wit, ¶aptiſme is an Ordinance of the Lord Iefys 
which he hath given and commanded, as properly and peculigt- 
ly belongiag unto believers, diſeiples, ox tant oges. An 
this Teſtimor y, — from —.— — 
againſt the imagiaary and counterſeit reltimony of; 
ers. I we reo ive the witneſſe ef men the itneſſe God is 
That which I ‘have faid let the clearing and proving of thafe I 
two generall heads, is ufefull to inſtruſt us concerning the necel- 
. of believers baptiſme; fome fay, it is of no neceſſitie ine 
they charge us that we pus 48 
meet. Te fuch I may anfwen; Of what nocaſſitie is am 
Ordinances ? For what seceffice chere is of ovhers, the. fame ne- 
eeſſitie there is of this. And truly we put no ęreater necaſſitie 
upon it, then the Lord Ieſus himſeif hach put mpopic. New I 
conceive, there is a chrreſaid necaſſitie which the Lord haph. pat 
upon chis s upon other Ordinances: Firſi ĩt is ai tie no 
che Lord in this ap inell other Or dinsace 


as little for that baptiſme: for ſuch as Were theſe houſhoſds, ſuc 
Was- ydiaand her houſheld alſa. 
Te 


„ 
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Tryal.. And further 


of Believers bapsifne. 
‘of neceffitie to fhew forth the praife and honour of the Lord in 


tts, 1s in all other Ofdinances. Thirdly, it is of neceſſitie to ſeck 


the fact, and ſtrength, und bleſſing of Chriſt in this, asin all o- 
cher Ordlinances,. That the Lord Iefus hath commanded it to 
& cheretore it is neceſſaty) I have al- 
proved: Aud that the Lord Ieſus doth manifeſt his 
ck to belie veto im I ſhall prove afterward, When! 
Conde to fliew of What end und ule baptiſme is (through Chriſt) 
believers.’ I ſhall therefore requoſt ſuck perſons to conſi 
der, that what neceſſitie the Lord leſuꝶ th put upon a Church 
relation, upon hearing the Word, prayer , breaking bread, and 
the like: the fame neceſſte he hath put upon the baptifme of 
Believers alſo I ſhall beleech duch to take heed, that in chargiog 
tus with felly, they charge not the Lord Others thert 
‘are (whether chrough ignorance or malice 5 I leave to che Lond, 
and theit own conſeiences) who endeaveur to make this way of 
the Lord odious , and believers odious in the practice of it. But 
believers may anfwer ſuch (as David did Aicha whem fhore- 
pre him ſor daneing before the Ark.) It is before the Eord 


believers (and in that reſp 
read 
und 


Jieſim, who himſelf was biprized, and hack commanded all be- 


™ 


levers to walk in this way; Therefore I will glory in this way, 
und account it a Crow to me: And Iwill yet be more vile then 


his (aon account it vile) and i will be ba in l 
And though you teprbach mie, yet of the Lord Ieſus and of bis 
thall 1 bee kad in henbur. 2 bam, 6. 20. 


ſervante, of them 
This may ſerve as 2 ſecond Touchſtone ot tryall 
is Ordinance of haptiſme, as properly 
belonging wate believers; or dileiples, ashath bern proved by 
two witnefiss ; then this doth manifeftly. difcovet Infants bap- 
tiſme not to be of God, but of meh onely: Search and try if this 
Lord. de ny where command Infants to be: baptized : Or 
be b butupon profelfion of chis One 
in if have any clear ex- 
_ ample in Scripture for Infants Baptiſme , or the baptiſme of any 
but believers onely. Mr. in his Ser mon upon bapti ſme, 
Tem that none but che diſeiples of Chriſt ſnould be 
bur chen he chrneth afide frbm the truth, by affirming 


| 


The fecoud souchpone of Infants Laptifme: 
Ads 15. 10. In the firlt verſe it is faid, There were falfe teachers 
came from Jwdea, and taught the brethren, Except ye be cir- 
cumciſe i after the manner of Moles, ye cannot be faved. Now faith 
Mr. Aar g, To be citcumciſed after the manner of Mees, is 
for infants to be circumeifed as well as men. And theſe faith he, 
as well infants as men, are called Difciples,verfe1o. 9 

In anſwer to this, I ſhall thew the miſtake of Mr. Afsrfo.d1 
fh and others who follow him herein; froma twetold. conſide- 


Firſt, Thefe words ( after the manner of Aoſei) reſpects not 
perfens but things: to wit, the keeping of che Law of Aeſes an- 
nexed to circumcifion. And ſo the words are thus to be under- 
ſtood: Certain men which came from Jude a taught the Brethren, 
Except ye be circumciſed and keep the Law.et Adofes, ye cam] 
be faved. And verſes 5. and 24. will confirm this interpretation 
ind this onely: where the fame thing being repeated, it is thus 
laid to wit, It is need full for you to be circumciſed and keep 
the Law of Meſes, verſ. 3. Ve muſt be circumciſed and keep the 
Liw, verſ. 24. So that the manner of Aeſes reſpett not per ſons 
but chings ; to wit, the obfervation of the La of | 440/¢.:.which 
thing the falle teachers required of the fame perfons at the fame 
ume, who.a they commanded to be ci led: which how 
it will agree with Iafants, let the wife 
.. Secondly, the very fame perions whom the falſe teachers com- 
manded to be circumciſed, are ſuch whom James in the ig. verfe 
ich, are tutned to the Lord and ſucũ whom he wich the Church 
wiites unto to abſtain fram the pollution of Idols, and ſrom ſor- 
nication, and from things ſtrangled, and from blond, vetſe 29. 
and ſuch Whom. they call | prethren, vrtſe 25. and ſuch whe upon 
the reading of che Epiftle rejoycedt at the eonſolation; Thee and 
thele-oncly are Peters Diſciples, verſe to. And how the& will 
agtec, with Infancs which are Mr. diſciples, let che w 
judge The Lord teach him like wiſe to judge rightly. 1 wou 
upon further he will be other wiſe 

led: eſpecially, if the Lord reach him to conſider whet is Mit- 

tens Lak. 14. 26, 233. Mee doth net bear bu craſſe 
come ter me, he Diſciple. I do therefore upon re- 
newed conſideratien) bring back Infan-s baptiſme to che fore : 


mentioned onc, which is ſaithſull à | precious, and we 
muy truſt to 


for it canſiſts off 
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The firft priviledge of Believers baptifme. 
in are ne deceit : whereby it is evident that the baptiſme of In- 
fants, is mecrly and enely a device of man: ſeeing theſe two 
witneſſes do agree in one, that the baptiſme of water is properly 
and peculiarly belonging unto believers ot diſciples, upon pro- 
teſſion of knowledge, farch, repentance , and holineſſe, in chéir 
owae perfens oncly. And therefore, as thefe two witnefles do 
require, juſtiſie and commend the baptiſine of believers: ſo they — 
difallow and difapprove Infants baptiſme. 

I ſhall now proceed as tl. e Lord gives ſtrength, to fhew whet 
is the End and Ufe of baptiſme unto Believers: and this: I thal! 
do by declaring what ere thofe priviledges or benefits which 
the Lord Iefus gives to Believers in this Ordinance : ( for all the 
Ordinances of Chrift are (through Chrift) gainfull to believers) 

And indeed here is the marrow of the matter. * 

Firſt, One priviledge is this: to Wit, Believers (in fubmitting 
to this Ordinance) have the name ef the Father and of thé 
Sonne, and of the holy Spirit called upon them therein. This is 
exprefly commanded by our Saviour, Mat.28.19. Make Difciples 
all nations, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and ot the 
Sonne, and of the holy Spirit. And another ſcripture ſaith, They 
were baptized in the name of the Lord Ieſus. And againe, He 
commanded them to be baptized in the Name of the Lord. All 
which cemmeth to one and the fame thing: for through the Lord 
Ieſus, believers have a gloxious intereſt in the Father, and in the 
hely Spirit. And this is expreſſed elſewhere, by being baptized 
into Chrift. Rem. 6.3. Gal. 3.27. Now to be ba i mto 
Chrift, or into the Name of Chriſt, or in the Name of Chtiſt, 
have one and the fame fenfe and fignification in Serpture. The 
ing of allis this: to wit, Let them be baptized in the Name 
of the that is, Let the Name of the Lord be called upon 
them in baptiſme. Now his Name holds forth unto belicvers, 
eſpecially twe things: Authority, and Grace : as ſuch hne t 
whom the underftanding. And to have — 
called upon them in ilme, i eth two things. Firſt, 
Lord declareth or premifeth prick that he Calleth or Putteth 
his Name, that is, his Authority and his Grace, upon them in 
baptifme : for thefe words, Beptizing them in the Name of the 
Father, and of the Senne, and of the Holy Spirit, carry the force 
of a promiſe in them: for in that the Lord hath commanded kis 
ſervants co baptize believers in his Name, to Put or Call his 


Name 
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The fir priviledge of Believers baptifme, 11 
Nime upon them in bapcifaie he ſaith Amen to it, he confirm - 
eth the word of his ſer vants, he perfor mech what he promifech 
to them; Agreeable to what he faith by Afofes Namb. 6, 27. 
They fhall put my Name upon the Children of J/rae/, and I will 
bleſſe them. Now the ſam me of what the Lord promiſeth ot 
ſuith Amen to, and which his ſervants declateth in his Nime un- 
to believers in bap iſm: is this, to wit, Tac Lord is your Father. 
ad M ter, ind Lord, requiring hononr, aad feare, and ſer vice, 
and Obedience from you: there is his Authoritie, And not onely 
ſo, bat likewile promiſing loving kindneff:, mercy, truth, peace, 
dleſſi 2g, ftreagch, teaching, and prefervation to you: there is his 
Grace. And indeed, as. his Name alone is excellent ia refpect of 
Authority, fo in refpe& of Grace alfo. The fecond thing which 
is implyed is this. to wit, Believers in baptiſme do profeff: to 
put or call the Name of the Lord, that is, his Auchority and 
Grace upon themſeſves: for in biptifine, there is, as it were, a - 
promife on their parts; And ic is as much as if they, fhould open- 
ly declare before the Lard and his fervants,thus wWe do now pro- 
tefl: che Lord alone to be out Lord, our God, our Father, and our 
Mitter: and our ſel ves co be his Children, his fervaatsy his peo- 
pie: and that We give us oar (elves waolly aad ongly to him, to 
ferve him, to love him, to feare him, to honour him; thete is an 
acknowledgment. of his Authority: and not onely fo, but like- 
wife to d upon him, and to truſt in him onely for mercy, 
rigkteouſneſſe, peace, bleffiag, ſtrength, Wiſdedome, pte ferva- 
tion, and all good things; there isan acknowledgment of his 
Grace. And thus, or to this patpoſe, believers are faid co put on 
Chrift in bapꝛiſme: as it is expreſſed by the Apaltle, Gal. 3-27. 
And chus as the Lord hath t me, I have thewed you what 
it is for Di ur vo: bipzizedin che Name of the 
Lord. Aad therein, I hove briefly declared to you, one chsſe 
glorious privileiges whichtke Lord Jefas gives to Believers in 
biptiſne. Aad iadsed, fuch to waom the Lord gives a ſpirituall 
will ackue wvledge chat this is aglorious pri- 
Tant whieh I have faid for the clearing up of thispriveledge, 
is all to inſtruct believers, are uader the obedienes of gi 
this Ocdininze as beli:vem, to lo upoa their bap rim: nei- 
ther as ihamefull mer beggarly , bat as hoaouruble and precios 
through Cant , whole N un: is called apoa them in 
| ere- - 
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The third touchftone of Infants bsprifime. 


Therefore be not aſhamed of your baptiſme, but own it conti- 
nually, and before all men, as anhonourable and rich priviledge 
to you through the Lord J efus. 

And again, let Believers be inſtructed to walk anſwetably to 
this priviledge which the Lord Jeſus gives them in their ba 
tiſme. Let them in all things and at all times, be fubje& to him 
as their Lord and Maſter: let the in be ſubject to none other in the 
things ot Chriſt, but Chriſt onlyʒwhoſe Authority only they have 
proteffed in baptiſm to be ſubject to. Let them in all the ir ways & 
relations, walk according to the Lord Chriſt, whofe com mande- 
ments they have profefied to be ſubject to. Let them likewiſe 
look for all ſupply of Grace from the Lord Iefus, that in his grace 
and ftreneth, they may ſerve him in all things, and at all times, 
that in all their converfation they may fhew forth the ptaiſe 
and honour of their Lord and Maſter, whofe Name is called up- 
on them. 

Tryal/, Again, This priviledge which Believers have in baptiſme 
threugh Chrift, may ferve as a third Toucłſtone of Infants Bap- 
tilme: for I thus conclude. Baptilme may lawfully be admini- 
fired to none but unto ſuch onely » whom the Lord hath made 
meet to be partakers of fucha priviledge , as to have his Name 
called upon them in Baptiſme. And whe are thefe ? But firft fuch | 
as know the Lord; ſuch as know the Father, and the Sonne, and 
the Holy Spirit : ſuch as know the Authority and Grace of the 
Lord Ieſus: fuch as Knew what the Lord declareth and promi- 

feth to them, and what they promiſe or profeſſe before rhe Lord 

and his people in baprifme : as I have above fhewed. Secondly, 
fuch whom the Lord hath inabled infome meafure, to walk an- 
ſwerably to facha priviledge, and fuck a profeffion , as the Lord 
ae upon them, and they take upon themſelves in baptiſme: 

om thenceforth to walk as the feryants of the Lotd, whole 

Name therein is called upon them, being fubje@ in all things to 

him, and depending for all things upon him onely. Now then 

the baptiſm of Infants being wiſely and ſincerely applyed to this 

Touchſtone, it will evidently appear, to all difcerning , humble 

Spirits, not to be of God, but of men onely: for hath the Lord 

made them to be meet parrakers of this Ordinance ? Do they 

know the Lord ? Do they not want this neceflary thing? 

How then fhall his name bee called upon them ? How 

fhall his Authority and Grace be declared te them in Bepriinn, 

| an 
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The third tonchfione of Infants baptiſnt. | 
and they promife and profeſſe before the Lord and his people, 
trom thenceforth ta be ſubject unto him, and depend upon him, 
ſeeing they do not know him? Do not therefore ſuck as com- 
mand and pra&ife Infants baptiſme goe a direct contrary courſe 
from the mind of the Lord Jefus? I leave it to the confideration 

And heare I may take @ccafion to deale with ſuch in a wotd 
ot two, who plead fo earneſtly for the baptiſme gf the Infants of 
believers, upon this ground becaufe they are Roly: to wit, fay 
they, with a fœderall holyneſſe, by vertue of their Parent or pa- 
rents — believers: which holyneſſe, fay they, gives them a 
Right to baptiſme. Their alone ground is from the Apoſtles 
words, t. Cor. 7.14, elſe were your children uncleane, but now 

I might anſwer, fitſt that not fuch a holyneſſe, neither any 
other but a naturall holyneſſe, contrary to a naturall uncleaneſſe, 
is there intended by the Apoſtle, as will evidently appeare to ſuch 
to whom the Lord gives a difcerning Spirit. 

Secondly, I might fay, the Apoſtle fpeaks not the lait word 
oe baptifme, (neither was it to his purpefe) im that 

hapter. 

But Thirdly, if I grant to them ( ſeeing they are fo earneſt 
upon it) that the Infants of believers are foederally holy, yet this 
will be no advantage to them concerniag the baptiſme of thefe 
Infants: ſeeing, I may affirme from the Lord Ieſus, according to 
cleare fcripture, that no holyneſſe whatſoever can admit any to 
baptiſme but a profeffed holyneſſe, or knowledge, or faith, ox te- 
pentance in their owne ns oncly. Yea, I may boldly affirm, 
that if the Lord ſhould witneſſe from heaven to our knowledge, 
that fuch an Infant of ſuch Parents was an clect veſſell, one ot- 
dained to eternall life, an heire with the Lord J eſus of the King - 
dome of glory (which is more then a fœderall holineſſe) yet it 
was in no wife warrantable or lawfull to baptize ſuch a one, till 
afterwards in time, the Lord did reach him to know himfelfe, 
and he did profefle and declare himſelfe to believe in the Lord 
Jefus. And this likewife may in part give ſatisfaction to ſuch 
who plead for Infants baptiſm from thof words of out Saviour: 
Of fuch is the Kingdome of God. | conclude therefore, thatatis 
neceflary that all ſueh doe know the Lord, and know theirduty 
and ingagement, and priviledge, who are to be-baptized in the 
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Th: fetond priviledge of Believers laptiſme. 
Name of the Lord, And fo mach for this Touchſtone and this 
priviledge. 
A Second priviledge waich believers have by Chrift in their 
baptiſine is chis, to wit, by biptiſme they do enter snto the fel- 
lewthip of his Body, that is his Church, with all the priviledges 
and liberties of the fame. Biptiſme is thatonely orderly entrance 
which God hath appointed for believers into the fellowſhip of 
the Church of Chrift. 1. Cor. 1 2. 13. For by one Spirit ate weall 
bapcized into One Body, whether we be Iewes or Gentiles, 
whether we be bond or free, and have been all made to drinke 
into one Spirit. In which wordt we have theſe two things 
proved, to wit, firſt that believers baptiſme is their entrance in- 
to one particular Body, Church, or Congregation of Chriſt. By 
one Spirit (ſpeaking of Believers ) we are al! bapzized into one 
Body. That is, We chat are Members in particular, diverſly git- 
ted and fitted, by that one & the felf-fame Spitit, are all baptized 
into one body or fellowthip , for the matuall profit and benefit 
of each member, according to the proportion ot grace given, and 
divided to us by that ene Spirit. | 
And ſecondly, as Believers by biptiſme do orderly enter into 
the Body or Congregation of Chritt , fo likewife iato all the pri- 
viledgesof that body. Aad that is expreſſed in the latter clauſe 
of this verſe, ind in the verſes following. Im this verfe ((aich He) 
We have bcen ak made tg drisk into one [piti’. Thatas,We as Mem- 
bers of Oar body, are all made to drink inte one ſpitituall bene- 
ht, or into ene ſpirituall Communion, which believers have 
fre Chrift in his Supper; According to chat 1 Cor. 10. 16 
The Cup of bl fang wich we bleſſe, ite the consmunion of rhe 
bleed C Aad inthe veries following of the 12. Crapicr, 
He mentioneth other priviledges of the Body, which all the 
Members chereof do ſhire in, fai tk he, they are all helpfull co 
cach other, and do all take cave of eachother : they ſuff t and re- 
joyce one Wich another. Andas this Scrip:ute holds ferch chis 
priviledgs whith believers have in biptiſme. So doth that like- 
wile im Act 2. 41. 42. Then they thar gladly received bs Word 
baptized; aad the fame, day there wert added 302°. 
famles. Waere it is clear , that the enttance ot all theſe believers, 
into the u uon and tellowfhhip ot the body, vas hy baptifm: they 
rte added by biptifine ot in biptiſme. Aud ſo we are to under- 
ARs 2. . d g. 14. 24, For Got heck appoinre? 
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but one way, for the joyning or adding of believers unto his Bo- 
dy. Which ſometimes is called an adding to his Church, and 
ſometimes an adding to the Lord; both which com to one 
and the fame thing: for to be added to the Chareh of the Lord, 
or the body of the Lord, is to be added to the Lord himéelf , in a 
myſticall externall union. And the fame Scripture likewiſe de- 
clareth, that as they entred by baptiſme inte the union and fel- 
lowfhip of the body: fo likewife unto the enjoyment of all the 
priviledges of the body. Fer ſo it tollowes ; AA they cent inuod 
fecfafily is the Apeſt les Decti ine and fricw ſls, and imbreakang of 
bredd, ad in prayers. | 
Hence I may take occafion to inftrnét believers, ho have en- Ir 
tred into the Lords body in the Lords way, that they endeavour A. 
to walk cloſely with the body ia all love, helpiulneſſe, careful- 
neſſe, tenderneſſe, and uſefulneſſe, as becommeth the Members ot 
Chriftsbedy. | 
Fecondly, hence I may take occafion to ſatisſie ſuch (if the 
Lord pleafe ) as are eppofites unto believers baptiſme, and their 
entrance inte the Church by iſme, and contend much fer 
their entrance into a Church- eſtate by Covenant or Contraét, 
without baptiſme. Indeed there Ought ta be a ſweet and firm 
conſent, harmony, agreement or contract, both in judgement 
and affection, according tothe Lord, amongſt all thoſe who are 
one body in the Lord ; and as it is unqueſtionable : fo it is a de- 
firable, a good , and pleaſaat thing: and I thail plead for it as 
much as any. But that {ach a confent or covenant pet · 
fons, is an entrance according to Chriſt, into the body of Chriſt, 
without this one baptiſme, ptoſe ſſion of this one faith, in 
this one Lord Jefus, is not clear to me from the Lawes and Sta- 
tutes of this Law-giver. That Seripture, EIſay 56. 4. and 6. ver- 
ſes, ſo much alledged for that fe by men of that way ( whom 
in other things I much tſteem) where the Lord faith tothe Eu- 
nuches, and the ſonnes of the ftra that ferve him, and keep- 
eth the Sabbath from polluting it, and taketh hold of his Cove- 
nant , that he will give them a glorious ſetled Name in His 
houſe, &e. Where underftand an entering into a Chureh- 
eftate by Covenant onely. I ſay, I conceive, this Seripture( which 
is indeed a Gofpell-Scripture) will without any violation admit 
of other in tions, more fpirituall , and more fweetly a- 
gteeing to the Goſpell „then their 
| 2 y 
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Why may we not fay, without wrong to this or any other Scri- 

pture, that by taking hold of che Covenant here, may be under- 

{toed in part, believers obedience to Chriſt in baptiſme ? For 

whatloever Chrift commandeth te his fervarts , may ina true 

ſenſe, according to the Scripture s be called his Covenant. But 

if we come up to the fpiritualnefic of this Scripture, I conceive, . 
that by Covenant in this place, we are to underſtand Chrift 

himfelf. For as I ſaid, this Scripture is a Goſpel- ſcripture. There- 

fore by Sabbath here, we are to underitand the Lord Iefus only, 
whosione is the Sabbath or Reſt of Believers under the Goſpel. 
And to keep this Sabbath from polluting it, is to believe in him 
onely unto righteouſneſle. Fot to do any werk , I mean to feek 

righteouſaes, or peace, or reconciliation with God by any work, 

is to pollute this Sabbath or this Ret ; by whom alone, ſuch as 

believe in him, do and ſhall enjoy agiorious,an everlaſting teſt. So 

like wiſe by Covenant here, we are to underftand Chriſt him- 
ſelt; and fe he is called in the fame Prophet. Efay 42. 6. I will 

give thee (ſpeaking of Chrift) fer a Covenant of che people , for 
a light to the Gentiles. And chapter 49. 8. I will preferve thee, 
give theefor a Covenant of the people. Therefore, te take 

held of his Covenant, is to believe in Chrift oaely, to embrace 

him, to cleave cloſe to him, to obey him in all things, and to 

make open profeffion, er confeffion of him. Aad to fuch indeed 

the Lord will give a glorious and everlaſting Name, which fhall 

not be cut eff, even a Name in his houſe, better then of Sons and 

Daughters. And this I conceive to be the ſpeciall meaning of 
the Holy Spirit in this Scripture ; which is in ne wife pertinent 
and proper for them, to bear them out in their Church-cove- 
nan, and their entrance into the Church by it only. Thus much 

i couceived neceſſaty to ſpeak by the way. 

Againe, This that I have faid concerning this priviledge which 
believers have in baptiime, through Chrift, may ferve asa 
fourth Touchftone for the tryall of Infants baptiſme, whereby it 
is-difeovered not to be of God, but ef men onely. For if all bap- 
uzed perſons according to the Scripture, were baptized into one 
bedy, to wit,the Church of God, and all the priviledges thereof, 
as hath been 2322 from the 1. Cor, 12.13, and Acts. 
2.41, 42. ( And doubcleſſe, there is but one and the fame rule 


tor all the Churches of Chriſt to walke by) Then ſurely the un- 
lawivilnefle of Infants baptiſme is hence alſo proved. Are they 
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The third priviledge of Believers baptifme. 
meet ſubjects to be joyned or added to the Lords body, whe 
neither knew the Lord, ner his budy, nor the priviledges af the 
fame? Are they meet to be added unte the bady in baptiſme, 
who are no wayes meet to pariake in the priviledges and liber- 
ties of the body? Who ate no wayes meet to walk with the 
body in doctrine, in fellowſhip, in breaking of bread, in prayers, 
and in other liberties ? Amd ſurely according to che feripture, 
thoſe who are added unto the body, are added unto the prefenc 
partaking and enjoyment, of all the priviledges of the body. Are 
they meet to be added to the body, who are no wayes uſefull, 
helpfull, and profitable unto the body? Such who cannot care 
for the body, nor ſuffer with it, nei tejoyce with it nor per- 
form any office of love or duty te the body ? Surely, the hody 
of Chrilt, according to the ſcripture, is not made up of ſuch une- 
quall, unuſetull, unhelpfull, unprefirable Members. Hach the 
moſt wiſe God made all the Members of the naturall body pro- 
ortionable and uſefull? And hath he not made the myſticall 
y, the Church of Chrift glorious, in the proportion and uſe- 
fulneſſe of all the members ? I {peak not now concerning the ſal- 
vation of Infants : for that Infants dying in their infancie may 
belong to the Bleétion of Grace, and be faved , even the Infants 
ot believers, and unbelievers, of Turkes, and Indians, who can 
deny it? But the wile will underſtand what I fay. I leave the 
ule of this Touchſtone to their conſideration. And fo much fer 
this Touchftone and this priviledge. | 
Thirdly, Another priviledge is this; to wit, Believers in bap- 
tiſme, through the faith of the operation af God, have fellowſhip 
with Chriſt, in his death and reſurrection: by the power of 
which the ſtrength of the body of ſinne is mere ſubdued, and 
they are more enabled to walk in newnefle of life. Rom 6. 4,5. 
Know ye not (faith the Apoſtle) t hat fo many of us as were bap- 
tized into Jeſus Chriſt, were baptized into his death ? Therefore 
we are buried with kim by baptiſme into death, that like as 
Chriſt was raiſed up from the dead, by the glory of the Fathet: 
even fo allo we ſhould walk in newyeſſe of life. And agreeable 
to this is, Col. 2. 12. Buried with kim in baptiſme, wherein al- 
lo you ate rifen with him, through the faith of t he operation ot 
God, who hath raifed him from the dead. In which twe Scri- 
ptures, acccording to the matter in hand, I pray you take notice 
with me ef tkeſe tour chings: to wit; Ir 
| 2 | Fieft, 
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Baptifene ingageth Belicvers to fie. 

Fir, that in or by baptiſme, bꝛlet vers havea great ingige- 
ment lyeth upon them, to walk like ſuch as are dead to ſinne, to 
the world, and to all humane tradit ions whatfoever in peint of 
wor ſhip, and to live to God in holineſſe, and righteonfnefle, and 
ſpitituall worfhip, according to Chrift in all things. Seeing that 
in baptiſme they proteſſe themſclves to be dead with Chriſt, 
and tolive with him, they ought from theaceforth,and from that 
time to be more diligent to live accordiesly. Thus the Apoſtle 
expreficly ſpeaketh, Rom. 6. 6. Where having relation to Be- 
lievers burying and riſing with Chrift in baptiſme, in the 
4, and 5. verfes: He faich in this verfe, that henceforth we ſhould 
not ferve ſinne. Minde that expreflion ( Hencrfereh. ) And to 
to this purpofe is that exhortation to the fame believers (and in- 
deed concernes all profeſſing or centeffing Chriſt) Let not ſin 
therefore reign in your mortall body, that ye ſhould obey it in 
the lu(ts thereof. And as they havea great ingagement upon them 
from theneeforth not to be ſubject to ſinne and the luſts therot : 
fo likewife not to be ſubject to any human traditions in point of 
worthip : you may underſtand ſome differeuce betwixt what! 
call fin, and what I call humane traditions in point of worſſup, 
though theſe are ſintull alſo. I fay , Believers baptiſine ingageth 
them from that time, or from thenceforth , to caſt off all theſe 
things. Thus the Apoſtle reaſoneth, Coloſſ. 2. 20. Wherefore if 
ye be dead with Chrift , that is, ſeeing ye are dead with Chriſt 
from the rudiments of the world, why, as theugh living in the 
world, are ye ſubject to Ordinances, after the Commandements 
and Doctrines of men. Where he layeth down this conclufion, 
that they are dead with Chriſt from the rudiments of the world, 
chat is,from all thofe things which were but Types and ſnadows 
ot the Lord Jefus : And he proves this from their profeſſion in 
Baptiſme, verfe 12. (for unto that it is moft evident he hath rela- 
tion) ye are buried with him in Baptiſme: And from this con- 
cluſion he preſſeth this exhortation by way of reafoning ; Why. 
as though living in the world, are ye ſubject to the inances, 
&c. It is a diſhenoutable thing, and alrogether unanfwerable, 


tor ſuch as have the Name of Chriſt called upon them in Bap- 


tiſme, and therein profeſſe themſelves to be butied with Chrift, 


trom thenceforth to ſerve any ſiane in the luſts of it, or to be ſub- 
ct co Types and ſhadowes of Chriſt, or any Ordimances which 


areafter thecommandements and doétrines of men: Whereas - 
21 on 


| 


Baptefrme ingagerh Believers to cunverſe in heaven. 


on the contrary, it is an honourable anda gloricus thing for he- 
lievers to walk up to tha: it, che Lord Jefas 
hath laid upon them, and they have tiken upon themſelves in 
that Ordinance. 

Secondly, by baprifme, belicvers have a great ingagement 
lyech upon them to ſeeke after, and ſet their affections upon 
things which are above, where Chriſt fics at the right hand of 
Ged. Col 3. 1. 2. If ye then be rifen with Chriſt, that is, Seeing 
then ye are rifen with Chriſt, ſet your affections upon thiags 
which are above, where Chrift ſits at the right hand of Goi. He 
here alfo layeth dewne this conclufion that they ate riſen with 
Chriſt; for fo much the words imply. And this he proves like- 
wife (as he did che former concerning their being dead with 
Chrift) from their profeſſion in baptiſme, verſ. 12. of the ſecond 
chapter: ( for uato that it is molt evident he hath relation) Buri- 
ed with him in baptiſme, wherein alfo, you are rifea with him, 
through the faith of the operation of God, and from this concluſi- 
on, ke preſſeth this exhortation upon them. Seek after, and fer 
your affection upon thoſe things which are above, where Chriſt 
fitteth at the right hand of God. As if he fhould fay, ſeeing ye 
profe ſſe your ſelves to be rifen with him, you muſt aſcend up 
with him alſo in your affection, ſetting your mind upon thofe 
things which are above. It is a diflionourable and an unanſwer- 
able thing for believers who profefle themſelves to be riſen with 
Chriſt in baprifm, to fet theit affection upon things on the earth. 
Whereas on the other fide, it is a glerious, and an anſwerable 
thing for ſuch co ſet their mind, their joy and delight upon 
things which ate above: to live and convetſe with the Lord Jes 
fas,in the bofeme of his Father. | : 

Thirdly , the Lord pats forth 2 glorious power to Be- 
lievers in baptiſme, giving in wore their hearts (in what pro- 
Portion he pleafeth ) the power of the death and refurre- 
of Jasvs Cunist, acting flith in them to receive 

the fame, whereby they are in fome meiſure ensbled to perform 
that which their baptiſme doth engage them unto: Rom. 6. 4. 
We are baried with him by baptiſme inte death, that like as 
Chrift was raifed up from the dead by the glory ofthe Father: 
even fo we alſo thould waikein newneffc of life. This Scripture 
hath much init for the comfor: of believers; Mherein this is 
layd downe fer a certaine truth, to wit, that like as Chriſt was 


raifed 
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of God in Believers in baprifece: 

raifed up from the dead by the glory of the Father: even 
( marke that expreſſion, even fe) wealfo fhonld walke in new. 
neſſe of life: that is, like-as the glory of the Father was put forth 
in rayfiag his Sonne from the dead: even fo, the glory of the Fa- 
ther is put forth unto belic vers in baptiſme, crucifying the pow- 
er of fin in them, and ra} fing up their heart and minde as it were 
into heaven to ſit wich Chrift, to walke with him ina holy and 
heaveily converfation, to livea new life, which the Scripture, 
calleth a ne wneſſe of lite. And therefore chofe words; even fo we 
alfo ſhou d walke in nt waeſſe of life, doth not onely hold forth 
what is our duty, but what is our priviledge alſo, for they carry 
the force of a premifein them, and are to be thus underſtood, to 
wit, even fo we alfo through the glory of the Father acted inus 
in our baptifme,fhall walke in newnefle of life. And fo it will a- 
gree with the 5 and 6 verfes of the fame chapter. For as we are 
planted together with him in the likeneſſe of his death, we ſnulbe 
alſo planted together in the likeneſſe of his reſurrection. And this 
is'a grecable to that other place, Col. 2, 12. Buried with him in 
baptiſme, wherein alſo, you are rifen with him through the faith 
ot the operation of God, who hath raiſed him from the dead. 
Wherein, I obferve, that the fame operation of God which was 
put forth in rayfing Chrift from the dead, is put forth unto be- 
ievers, in baptiſme (in ſuch preportion as the Lord 8 
acting faich in them, through which they riſe with Chriſt, ot 
pertake with him in the power of his reſurrection, in a glorious 
meafure. And this is fo cleare a truth, that Peter is bold to fay, 
_ (peaking unto believers) Baptiſme doth alfo now fave us (not 
the putting away of the filch of the flethy but the anſwer ofa 
conſcience towards God) by tke reſurrection of I eſus 
Chriſt. That is the baptiſme of halievers muſt not be looked up- 
en with a fleſhly and carnall eye, as a wafhing of the fleſn: but 
wich a hely and ſpirituall eye, as a holy and pretious Ordinance 
ot leſus Chrift: in which Ordinance; he 
his reſurrection unto believers . through faith faving them more 
richly then before, from the power of an inward pollution or 
filthyaefic , even a filthy polluted confcience with the accuſati- 
ons of ft : and working in them more abundantly an enlightned, 
holy» good confcience : which anſwets or gooi to 

them towards Ged. And whether that Scripture in Heb. 16. 23. 
not agree much to this purpofe ; 1 ener 


puts forth the power ef 


* 
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a part of Believers compleatnefic in Cbhriſt. 
tion of the wife. Neither doe believers ee eer: fruit and be- 
nefit in the preſent adminiftration of baptiſme enely: but chis 
grace and power of Chriſt ia baptiſm, hath an influence into af- 
ter times alfo, even fo long as they continue in the eſtate of 
The 4th. and laſt thing conſiderable to my purpofe in the two 
Scriprures above named, is this; to wit, Baptiſme thus conſi- 
dered, is part of that compleatnt fle which believers have int he 
Lord Ieſus. Col. 2. 10. Where the Apoſtle ſpeaking to belie vers, 
be ſaith. And ye are campleat in him. If ye ask in what manner, 
or in what refpeéts? he tells us in all reſpects, as it appeaxes in 
the bre verfes of this chap. and the beginning of the next. 
And amongſt the reft this is one; ye are buried with him in 
Baptiſme, wherein alſo, ye are riſen with him. And to the fame 
purpoſe is thar, Rom. 6.5. Believers in baptiſme are planted to- 
gecher with Chrift ( mark that expreſſion, planted together 
with him) in the likencfle of his death, and in the likeneſſe of his 
reſurrection alſo. And furely,herein is che compleatneſſe of a be- 
liever, to be planted together, and grow her, and live tog 
ther with the Lord Jeſus. And therefore do in part. comic 
thor: of their compleatneſſe in Chrift, who do yet come thertof 
being bap:ized as believers in the Name of Chriſt. : 
Thus much explication of the tl. ird priviledge 
which believers have in 
ger, thar fo I might (as the Lord hack helped me, and net with- 
out much cotntortable experience, through Chriſt) cleareup 
the minde of God in it, partly for the inſtruction, conſolation 
and incouragement ot believers ; partly to be an Apologie for 


them; and partly to be another Touchftone or tryall of Infants 


baptiſme. 4 — 32 

Firſt, partly for the inſtruction and incouragement of belie- 
vers, who are under the injoy ment of this Ordinance upon pro- 
teſſion of faith in their owne perfons. Much hath been fpoken 
to this purpofe in the explication of this priviledgesas tholethat 
ate ſpirituall may underftand. 

I ſhall preſſe this forward upon my ſelfe and them, 
with a word of exhortation; I beſeech you in the Lord chat 
you receive net this Ordinance ef Cn I r in Mine. Ba- 
deavour to walk up to that ingage ment which lyeth pen 
by baptiſme. Let not any n seigac in e tall 


ral 
odies 


— 


baptifm; Wherein I have been the lar- 
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‘fluence intotheir whole life; I fy, 


Belieuers. 
bodyes, that you fhould obey it in the Lufts thereof. Be not you 
ſubiect to Ordinances, after the commandements and doctrines 
of men. Ze not ye in bondage to the rudiments of the world, to 
fach things chat are but fhadowes of the Lord Jeſus: for ye ate 
buried with him in Baptiſme. Endeavour to walk in newneff: of 
life, in a hely and heavenly converſation at all times. Walk like 
ſuch as are riſen with Chriſt. Do you aſcend up with him into 
heaven in yout affection,. Set your affection upon things which 
are above, and not on things on the cartb. Walk anſwerable co 
your profeſſi on, that this Ordnance of the Lord I eſus be not juſt- 
ly blamed. And for your incogragement, be affured , you ſhill 
have 2 renewed ſupply of ſtrength from the Lord Jelus. The glo- 
ry of the Father, the operation of God ſhall be put forth-; as 
need is on your behalf. Therefore, act faith daily in the death and 
reſurrection of J efus Chrift, which is fo richly made over to you 
in this Ordinance, not for prefent ule onely, but for future profit 
and benefit alſo, daring the time of your ſojourning inthis pre- 
ſent world. Accouat your felves in all things to be compleat in 
Chrift, and that your Bap: iſme in his Nam: as Believets, is part 
of that compleatneſſe which you have in him. Endeavour in the 
ftcengeh of Chriſt to walk anſwerable to theſe priviledges, that 
the Name of the Lord J eſus may be exalted by you. 

Secondly, The explication of the former priviledge, is partly 

to be an Apologie for baptized Believers (teproachfully called 
Anubaptiſts, truly called Chriltians ) againft all thoſe hard ſpee- 
ches. and grievous accuſations, which ungodly men, aud many 
who are accouated religious aifo, do falſly {peak and charge a- 
gainſt chem: and chat not privately onely , but in publike allo, 
How are they accufed before authority l How are they openly 
charged to be movers of ſedition roublers of the State, and ſuch 
as the Land cannot bear! Yea ſome are not afhamed to fiy, aod 
that openly, that they are fenfuall perſons, walkiag after the luſte 
ol the fleſh, aad many fuck like things as theſe are. Sarely» if 
uch men did know what an ingage ment lyeth upon Believers 
in bapꝛiſme, to ciſt off the fervice and ob:dience of finfull luſts, 
and to walk in newaeſſe ef lite, having their converlation as 
becommeth Saints: Atalfe w iat ſtreagth they receive from the 
death and ceſur roctiom of Carift ia bap: iſme, which hath an in- 
they did rightly know che 
Previonlaefie of Belicvers baprifm: in theſe and 
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The Tonchftone of Beliewers baptifme. — 
they would be fo far fro igainſt them, that they would 
fpeak for them, & would fay to thé, we wil go with you,8 walk 
wich you: for we have heard that God is with you. Truly, I Will 
not deny but fome who take this profeſſion upon them, do hold 
forth and maintain ſome things very erronious. As free - will, and 
power in corrupt nature to come to Chriſt: As alſo a falling a- 
way from Chriſt, after they have once received him, or believed 
in him; with ther opinions alfo very dangerous. But there ate but . 
few fo erronious who are under this ion; Neither dare che | 
Churches of Chrift under this profeſſion, hold communion with : 
them: For we utterly difclaim thefe opinions. Neither will I | 
deny but that ſome who are under this profeffien, do walk fcan- | 
dalouſly, loofely, finfully, and altogether unanfwerably tofuch s | 
profeſſion. But we abher their praétifes , and diſelaim fellow- 
fhip with them who walk ſo; yet not mentioning fuch thing 
without ꝑriet. But if Judas prove a Traitor, let not the eleven 
Apoſt les be fe accounted. It Ana and Saphyra prove diſſem- 
blers and lye to the holy Spirit, let not thereft of the Church 
(whe were of one minde and heart in the Lord) be acceunted 
diſſemblers. If ſome branches in the Vine prove fruitleſſe, let 
not all the branches be thought ſuch. If feme Profeflors make 
fhipwrack of that faith which they once proſeſſed, let not all 
Profeſſors be judged to be ſuch. Thus much for this Apologie. 
Thirdly , the Explication of this third ae may ferve 
partly to be as a fifth Touchſtone of Infants baptiſme: w 
— and — — be di J 
r accerding to this privile ptifme through Chriſt, 
make this concluſion, to wit 5 ifme may lawfully be admi ; 
niſtred to none, but ſuch whom the Lord Jefus hath made moet 
to be partakers of fach a priviledge in baptiſme, to have fella w- 
fhip with him in baptiſme, through faith, in his death and reſur 
rection: that they may walk anfwerably in fome meaſure to ſuch 
2 profeffion, and fuch an i cas they take upon thes 
felves in baptifme : having their converfation from thenceforth 
more holy and h is becommeth ſuch who profeſſe the 
ſelves te be buried riſen with Chrift in baptiſme. Let then 
the baptiſme of Infants be skilfully and ſincerely tried by this 
Tonebftone. Are Infants made meet to have fellowfhip, with 
Chiift in his death and reſurre Bien, in this ot any other Ordi- 
Do they know believe in him? 
REP 2 no 
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The fourth priviledge of Believers baptifme. 
know any thing concerning the death and reſurrection of Jefus 
Chrift ? How then thall they have fellowſhip with Chriſt ia 
this or aby other Ordinance , who neither kaow Cunisr, 
nor believe in him? Are any perlons meet to have fellowhip 
with Chrift in any Ordinance, but ſuch as know him and be- 
lieve in him ? I may therefore firmly concluſe, that as the know | 
ledge of Chrift, and faith in him, ate neceflary toa worthy pir- 
taking in the Lords Supper, and a fellowthip with Chrift in that 
Ordinance : So alſo they are neceſſary to a worthy and wartrant- 
able receiving of baprifme , and a tellewthip with Chriſt in that 
Ordinisce. And further, are Infants made meet to ha ve ſuch an 
ingagement laid upon them, as baptiſme layeth upon all thoſe 
who ure under the profeffion of it according to Chrift ? From 
thenceforth and from that time, to ſnew forth Chriſts deach and 
reſurrection ? To walk like ſuch as have profeſſed themſelves to 
be dead, and rifen with Chriſt in Baptiſwe ? Doth not this’ 
Teuchftone (with all the former) cleerly difcover Infants bap- 
tifme, to be onely a device and commindement of men? Thus 
mach concerniog this Touchftene, which I leave to the oonſi- 
deration of the wife. And fo much concerning this. Privi- 


ledge. 
fourth priviledge (which is the laft I (hall name) which 


The 
the Lord Jefus gives to Believers in this Ordinance, is this; to 
wit, In this Ordinance , the Lord Jefus by his Spirit acting in 2 
believers heart, doth more richly feal up or confirm to him the 
free and full remiſſion of all his finnes , through thg bloud of 
Chriſt. And therefore, obſerve it; Not onely the Name of the 
Father, and of the Sonne, but of the holy Spirit alſo, is called up- 
on Believers in this Ordinance. And this is the proper gtace ot 
work of the holy Spirit, to witnefle or confirm tous (by acting 
faich in ut, more aſſuredly to believe) the remiffion of all out 
fins by Jeſu Chriſt. In baptifme , as well as in the Lords Sup- 
(alt in another manner) the pretious death and re- 
Stion ef Chriſt, is myſtically, yet clearly fet. forth before 


believers. And the Spirit of God acting faith in them, in this 


‘Ordinance, deth not onely clear up to them more fweetly , the 
Pretiouſneſſe of the death of Chriſt, but alfo confirm to them 


more richly, their intereſt in the fame; to wit, the temiſſion 


all their ſinnes, and their peact with the Father, through J clas 
Chriſt- Hicherto, I conceive, tens that of Peter to his perplexed 


kearers, 


* 


The fourth priviledge of Believers Bapti(me. 
hearers, Acts 2. 38. Repent and be baptized every ene of you, in 
the Name of leſiu Chriff , for the rem:ffion of Hedoth not 
fay, neither dare I fay that baptifme is a remedy to remit finnes: 
for then I fhould run into the miftake of ſuch, who pleading for 
their Infancs baptiſme, do fay ; Baptiſme is a remedy to take a- 
way tharfinne, which they as the ſons of dan have conveyed 
to them. But this Scripture, I conceive, holds forth to us eſpe- 
cially two things. Firſt, that repentance and remiffion of fins: 
are preached & given only in the Name or through the Name of 
Ieſus Chriſt. There is ſufficieney of grace and ftrengthin the Lord 
Jefus, aad in him onely, to give you repentance and remiſſion of 
o it will agree with whacis written by Dake; 24.47. 
And that repentance and vemiffion ot finnes fronid be preached in his 
Name among ak N ations, beginning at Ieruſalem. | Secondly, that 
the Lord Ieſus doth in baptiſme cenfirm or witneſſe unto Belie- 
vers, in fome comfortable meafure , the forgiveneſſe of their fins 
in his Name. And therefore he commands chem to be baptized, 
partly for this end, that in baprifme he may confi: m te them in 
ſome meaſure, by his Spirit, acting faith in them, the remiflion of 
their ſinnes. For when 4 Believer is baptized in the Name of 


Chriſt, and the Spirit ot Ged acts faith in him in his baptiſme, 


then is his heart more {weetly.aflured, that through this Name 


all his fins are remitted, and he is at peace with God. And to this 


put poſe, I conceive, we are to underftand that Scriptute, 


22. 16. Ariſe, and be baptized,and wafh away shy ſtut, calling onthe 
Name of the Lord. Not that baptiſme doth: wath away ſinnes: 
tor it is the blond of Chriſt onely, received by us threugh the 
faith of the operation of God, that waſheth or cleanfeth us from 
all ſinnes. But thus; Be baptized, and in thy baptiſme call on 
the Name of the Lord: that is, ac faith in the Lord Ieſus in 
vhoſe Name thou art baptized, that through faith in his Name 


in this Ordinance ; thy heart may be farther. confirmed in this 


affurance , that all thy ſinnes ate waſned away in his pretious 
bloud. And to this purpoſe, I concei ve, we ae to underſtand, 
Mark. Ie 4.and Luki3,3.concerning ſobat baptiſme Only Pobus 
baptiſme did point at Chriſt yet to come, aud that which Ghrilt 
after gave in Commiſſi un, did held forth Chrift already come. 
And this priviledge or benefit, belie vers ha ve doubchſſeiound 
in baptiſme. Henceit is, that the Eunuch after he was baptized, 


exe 


nt on his Way rejoycing 
went 


lnfirm- Hence believers may be 


fich Touchftone for the tryall of Infants 


The fixth vouchftone of baptifme, 
of Chrift in this Ordinance, which gave him occafion of rejey. 
cing. It was not a uſeleſſe, but a gaincfall Ordipance through 
Chrift to him. And fo it was faid of the Iay lor and all his houſe 
after they were baptized: He rejeyced, believing in God with 
all his heufe. Some increaſe of faith» and ſome witneſſe ot the 
Love of Chriſt, they had found miniftred to them by the Spi- 


rit in this Ordinance. And as it was given to our Lord Iefus 


ftraightway after his baptiſme te fee heaven opened, and to 
heare the love of the Father wiineffled from heaven to him 
by the holy Spirit: Even fo , the like mercie, in a leſſe 
meafure , is given to belicvers in and after their baptiſme. 
Neither is this fruit enely to be found in the prefent ad miniftra- 
tion of baptiſme: but in reſpect of this benefit ( among ſt others) 
baprifme hath an influence into the whole life of a believer. And 
truly, the grace of God is very obfervable in this reſpe ct: for by 
baptifine or ftraight way upon it, believers are called out to 
vyreſtle with Satan, as ic were in the open feild: they are {et asa 


But for Satan and the world to fhoet agai 


gainſt; and therefore they 
had need be Armed with the firength and love of Chriſt, given 


inte their hearts by the holy Spirit in this Ordinance. Thus 
much concerning the explication of this privi 


iledge. | 
inftrnéted, to a& faith dayly in the 
Lord Ieſus, in this Ordinance: and to a renewed power 
of the Spirit of God inabling them in the faith to loske often 
upon Chrift therein. As alſo witne fling afreth to their hearts in 
ſuch actings of faith, the remiffion of all their finnes through 
him, in whofe Name they are baptized; for baptiſme is net one- 
ly ufefull to believers in the preſent adminiſt ration ef it, but for 
future times alſo. The comfort and benefit ef it, through the 
power of the hely Spirit (whofe Name is called upon them 
therein) hath an influence into the whole life of a believer. 
Therefore let believers account their baptiſme to be of great uf 
and comfort to them through Chriſt, by the operation of the ho- 

Againe, the clearing up of this priviledge , may ferve 282 


baptiſme, whereby the 
uniewfulnefle thereof will be further difcovered: I lay 


this concluſiom : to wit, Beptifme may be admiri- 


fired to none but to fuck whiom the Lord Ieſus hath made meet 
to be partalters of fack-a priviledge in bapcifimes 
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Belsevers Bapti(me no lurthen. 
to have the remiffion of their ſianes, through the Name of 
Chriſt, confirmed or witneſſed to their hearts, dy the power ot 
the holy Spirits whofe Name is called upon them in this Ordi- 
nince. Are Infants meet to have rep:ntance and remiffion of 
finnes preached to them through the Nameof Chriſtꝰ and to be 
baptized in his Name for the remiſſioa of finnes? are they meet 
to have remiffion of ſinnes, through Chrift, witneſſed to theit 
heart in baptifme; by the holy Spirit, who neither know their 
ſianes, ner know Ckriſt, nor know the hely Spirit, in his grati- 
ous and comfortab e operation ? Therefore the baptiſme of In- 
fants is not of God: for I affiem (as I ſaid before) that baptiſin 
ein lawfully be adminiftred to none but ſuch wiom the Lord 
Jefus hath made meet in ſom: measfure to receive remiſſion 
of finnes in baptifme; I meane to have the remifiion ef ſinnes, 
through the Name of Chrift, witneſſed and confirmed to their 
hearts, in ſome comfortable meafure, by the holy Spirit, work- 
ing gratioufly in them in that Ocdinance. And Surely at the 
leaſt, it is needfull that they know their ſinnes, and know Chriſt, 
and know the holy Sptirit, and know his operations, when he 
puts fort h his grace and power in them. Now how cheſe things) 
— agree to Infants, I leave to the Iudgemnt ot the 
He. | 1 
Thus much concerning the priviledges or benefits which the 
Lord Ieſus gives ia a gratious ani meet proportion, uatb bolie · 
vers in their bipĩi 
What 1 have faid concerning theſe priviledges.( which are 
the fum of the fourth generall head which I ptcopounded in the 
beginning of this Treatiſe) may ſerve partly fer inſtraction to fuck 
aS defire to know what is the end, and uſe, aad pruſit ot ha pti ſme 
uato believers: whichis.a thing to be conſiderrdand partly to 
blame ſuch wo (yeilding to ignorant dod canli rea ſonings) 
do acconnt believers baptiſme to be a burden; and (fay they) 
hath taken a vay all burthens from believers wader the 
Goſpel. That Chriſt hath taken away: believecs burthent, ig 4 
holy and ſweet conclufion · bat that believers biptiſme is a bur - 
then, it is 2 carnall excuſe, or a ſinfall Inference deawne,trom chat 
concluſion. We have net fo learned Chriſt. We account his 
yoke eaſio and kis’ barthen light. I now proceed to cleare up the 
fifth general! head, to wit, Whit is the duty, or what ong ht to 
be the carriage of believers in and aftet this Otdi naace. — 
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The feventh tonchfene of Infants baptiſme. 


| (hall be brief in. It is recorded of the Lord Jefus that in ot npen 


his biptiſme. he prayed, Luke. 3. 21. And the fame counſell was 


| given to Seal concerning his bapufue. Act. 22. 16. Ariſe, and 


baptized, and wath away thy ſinnes, calling on the Name of 
the Lerd: that is, praying to the Lord, and acting faith in the Lend, 
in this Ordinance. What their duty is after chis Ordinance in 
the whole courſe of their life, I have betore ſhewed, in declaring 
what Ingagements lyech upon believers by theirbaptifme, 

What I have fpoken concerning this head, is ufefuli to dire 
believers in their duty, beth how to eater upon the Ordi- 
nance, and how to behave themſelvcs after it according to 
Chritt. 

This likewife may ferve for a Seventh Touchft one of Irfants 
baptiſme, whereby the aalawfuln fle thereof is further difcover- 
ed. I lay dewne this concluſion: to wit, Baptifme can lawfully: 
be adminiſtted to none, but ſuch whom the Lord hath made 
meet to pray to him, and call upon his Name, in or upon the 
adminiftration thereet: and whom the Lord alfo hath fitted in 
fome meafure to walk antwerable to thete Ingagemen's which 
baptiſme tequireth of us, from the very time thac we are under 
the profeflion of ic. But how thefe chings will agree with Ine 
fants, I leave to the Judgement of the Wile. 

The laſt generall head to be cleared up is this, to wit, Whom 
the Lord Jefus hath 2 fpeafer or Ad mini- 


ppointed to be the D. 
ſtratox of baptiſme to believers. The Scripture teacheth us, hat 


whom the Lord Ieſu hath authorized and appointed u preach 


the Goſpell, them alſo in the very fame Comuiiſſion, and accord - 
ing to the ſame time, he hath authorized and appointed to bap- 
tire fach as believe the things concerning the Kingdome of God, 
and the Name of Ieſus Chriſt. Mat. 28. 1 9. Mark. 16. 15. 16. 
Acts. 8 12. and as it follweth in the 35.36.37. 38. verſes of the 
fame Chapter. | 
If it be objeſted that the adminiſtration of baptiſme to bo- 
levers was tyed te Apoftles onely; ele 3 
I Anſwer. Firſt, It is eviedent, Diſciples did baptize before Aa- 
poſtles were choſen. Iohn. 3. 2 2.23. 24. When the Diſciples of 
Chrift were there bapi iz ing, it is faid, Iohn was not yet ciſt into 
prifon. Now by comparing Mat. 4 12 with Math. 10.2.3 4. We 
fhall finde that it was fome-while after Jess was caſt into prifon, 
before the Lord Jefus called the Twelve, under the denomibaten 


of Apoſtles. Secondly, 


~ 
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The adminifiration of baptifme not tyed to the Apoſtles. 
Secondly, after were choſen, yet Diſeiples did bap- 
tize who were no 
of che Eunuch, Acts 8. 3.8. and Ananias baptizing of S, Acts, 
9. 10. com with the 17. and 18. verſes of the fame 
chapter, 

Thirdly, the commſſon to baptize giyen by 
Chrift to his ſervants, was not given to them only or 2 ly un- 
der the denomination of Apoftles, but Diſciples. Math. 28. vetſe 
16. compared with 19. And thus the promife ofChtiſt to be with 
his ſervants in the diſpenſation of thefe Ordinances, hath an In- 
fluence into all times, even to the end of the world. 


Fourthly, The Scripture declares that the ſpeciall or chief 


bufinefle which Apoftles are called to, is to — the Gofpel. 
1 Cor. 1. 17. Chriſt feat me not to baptize, des e preach the 
Gofpel, that is; The fpeciall or chief work whith Chrift called 
me to do, was not to baptize but to preach the Gofpel. From 
whence we learn, that Apoſtles are not chiefly tyed unto the ad- 
miniſtration of baptiſme, neither i is the adminiftration of bap- 
time tyed onely unto them. 
PFifthly, The things of Chriſt were committed by che Apoftles, 
according to the will of Chriſt to faithfull men, who fhould be 
able to teach the fame to others alfo.2 Tim.2.2. And doubtleſſe, 
thofe who have a calling to teach them to othets shave a calling 


to di them to others alfo. 

It any thall object, that for time under the reign of An- 
tichrift. the holy and pure adminiftration of baptiſme * 
to Chrift was loft, fo that — have it not by way of I- 
on from baptized perfons, and therefore their practife herein 


may feem faulty. 


1 if, Was ntslfoche Ordinanet of pred the 
Word, in ſimplcity a t accor to Chri 


refuſe 
preached in ty, and ina holy order; from w 5 
God hath called to diſpence the fame?’ ‘Rod 

thefe whom God doth call to the Gofpel; hel 
calleth to baptize believers. 
Secondly; we — when the 
and the pure and holy adminiftration of all Gods 


what 1 and 12 man wil 


inances 
which was 


long) 


poſtles: as is evident by Philips baptizing — 
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30 1a what cafe an perſon baptize others, 
long I che fervancs of Ged in Jofiab his reigne finding the fame, 
and underftanding the minde ef God therein: they did not 
no lay aſide the of che Law and the Ordinances of God, 
conceiting that they mult loeke for another Ade/er (by whom 
the Law was firſt given) from whole hands they fhould againe 
receive the Law, and the Ordinances appointed in it: but wirh- 
out delay, they read the booke, fer themfclves to feck God, te- 
news the Covenant which was found in the beok, keepes the 
Paſſeoyer, purgeth out all Idolatry, and reformes all things 
which concerned the worſhip of God: as we may read at large 
2. Kings. 22 and 23, chapters. And in Nehemiah 8. 1. We find 
the Children of. Iſrael, after their returne from Captivity, being 
thered 74 with one conſent, they require Ex to 
ing forth the boek of the Law of Afofes, which the Lord had 
commanded to /a. They look mor new for anew Aeſes to 
ive che Law againe te. them: but they look at the Lord, and 
at his Law which he had commanded to all //rael, and 
their onely care was now to underſtand the mind of God in it; 
and therefore they require Ex to read it and to give the fence 
ef it. And it is ebfervable, amongft other things, They found 
it ‘written in the Law, that the children of Ii ſhauld dwel in 
Boothes, vetſe 1 4. Which Ordinance of God from the dayes of 
Jofoms to that time had been neglected of them: but they now 
underſtanding the will of God ia it, ntly fer themſelves to 
thepracile ot it. They do not lay aſide the of the Law, 
written therein, ſay- 
ing, things belonged to our fathers, or may concern 
tature generations: but they look at the Law of God, and all 
things written therein as concerning themſelves alſa. And 
ſurely it is a thing not blame worthy, but contmendabie in be- 
levers (finding the Lawiof Chriſt and the things he hach chere 
in to alblfeacl)fpeedily without delay, to fer them- 
felyes to tthe ſame in practiſe. ‘si: 
And fer beliewers.in fame ca ſes ta be baptized by an unbelie- 
— — 35. 
unbaptizad perſon, be beptiaed othets. Vea 
2 came from Galile to Jordan, to he baptized of Jobss The 
Senne of God came to be baptized ef deln., a mean perion, an 
it was othe firft adminiftration of 
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| Is what fence the Church ir in the idirneſſe. 31 
el baptiſme out of the darkne ſſe of ſuperſtition, Believers may 
warrantably receive the Ordinance of Baptiſme from an un- 
baptiaed perfon, whom they thall with one conſent chufe to 
this work, being one gifced , and blameleſſe; eſpecially if he 
hath inftrnéted them in this and other things, concerning the 
Kingdome of God, and the Name of Jefus Chriſt. 

And if ſome hall fay, The Church is in the Wilderneſſe, and 
therefore all che Ordinances of God do lye as it were loft , be- 
ing hidden from us, untill the recevery of the Church ont o 
= eſtate. Their opinion being grounded chicfly spon Revel» 
12.6. 14. 

I ſhall prop by way of anfwer , what Il .conceive, in 2 
condition, dot not figuré out or 
dienste her darkneſſo, hiddennefic, ot not appearing) or the loſſe 

of her Ordinances during that fpace of time, to it, x chouſah 
two hundred and threefcore day es but it teacheth us chief y, 
certain middle ſtate or condition, wherein the Church was to 
continue for ſach a feafon , ſome what like thut of che lfteclites - 
wandring in the Wilderredic,, afeér their deliverance from: che 
face of that „ wr red Dragon till cheir en- 
trance imre the Land of Canain 1 fer I coneeive che allufion is 
chiefly, if not wholly taken fiom the dealings of God with I+ 
rac] in thoſe times. This wildernefle conditte therefore of che 
woman, is fome middle ſtate which God ‘hath zppointed do 
her, and * for her to continue in] tritif the time be ex · 
pired when the ſhall enter inte Cunnan, all oppoficions being 
ot. And coneerning this matter, there are “ “ 
in this Scr ip worthy Rev. 1. 
Firſt, hat during her condition in che wilderbeſſe Ahe is called 
the Woman, or the Church: That Name or Relstion is neither 
left nor ‘hidden: but herein te the eſtate of the H- 
in the Wilderneſſe, being called — 

N iidernefie, and enjey ing pretious Ordinanees 
viledges. of the: Church of God and yet not come up to that 
Glory and reſt which was Before 
Sceondly, God appeiared this Wildemefic condition, ‘this 
Middle State tb her; partly for fafety , that in that condition, 
during that time, fhe might be preferved trom the fate ‘of the 
Serpent, verle ¥4. God tene into the W ildernete 
2 untill 
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In what [ence she Church isin the Wilderneffe, 


untill ſuch time as the promiſed Land was to be given te them: 
So God appointed fuch a wilderneſſe, (as it were a wandring, 
unſetled, * condition to the Church fer 
ſuch a time, that the might be preferved from the everwhelm- 
ing power ef the ted Dragon, untill fhe come unto that glo- 
rious, ſetled, peacefull condition ef reft, which fhall ere-long 


be given to her. | 
graciouſly provide that the Church (hall 


Thirdly, God doth 
be fed and nouriſhed dariag her wilderncflz condition: verſes. 
6. 14. even as he did graciouſly provide fer Iſracl in the wil- 


Fourthly, During her wil derneſſe condition, thee hath ma- 
ny fucktull children, children of the youth, ſtout warriers, like 
Arrowes in the hand of a mighty man, who maintaine the truth 
and honour ef the Lord Jefus againſt ſuch as joyne themſelves 
unto ſuperſtitious and erronious praétifes. Theſe are called the 
remnant of her feed, which the commandements of God, 
and have the Teftimony of J eſus Chriſt. vers. 17. I deſire that 
this may be well noted, that during her wilderneſſe condition, 
Shee ha th a feed, a remnant whe-keepe the cm mandements of 
God, and have che Teſti many of Jcfus Chriſt. And who can 
warrantably fay chat theſe commindements of God are net the 
Ordinances of Ged, and the Ordinance of believers baptiſme - 
monꝑſt ether Ordinanees?, And who. therefore can fay upon 
good grotind , that during her wilderaſſe condition the Teſti- 
meny of Chrift is loft, and the commandements and Ordinan- 

ces of Chrift are loft? ſeei 1 | 
have the Teftimeny of 
chat i iſe his commandements, and hold 

Teſtimony. And thus they maintain the truth and ho- 
neur of the Lord J eſus, againſt ſuch as joyne themſelves unto ſu- 
perſtitious practiles: even as the valiant ones of J/rae/ did of old 
(during their wildernefie eſtates) mantaine the Lords honour 2 
gainft chofe. who made them a 
to it. Exo, 33, 8 6. 29. 28. 
Fifchly, during her wilderneſſe cor. dition the woman and 
the remnant of her feed, meets with much · warfate and witht 


ments of God and the Teli ol Enn 57. yet 
—— Jeſus Chuiſt. vers. 2. et 


— 
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many oppolitions from the Dragon, for keeping che commande 


in this chapter, as from the Beaft mentioned in the next, whe 
hath the Dragons power and venome in him, but yet would 
ſeem to be very devout: even as Iſræi in the wilderneſſe, after 
their deliverance from the Rage ef the red Dragon, did meer 
with many oppoſitions and many troubles: and not onely from 
{uch as were more manifeft enemies, but from fach alfo as 
would feem to be very zealous. Numb. 16.1. 3. 34 . 
Sixthly, the holy Spirit makes no mention in this Scripture 
of the not appearing of the Church, nor the loſſe of her Ordi- 
nances: neither will ic agree to the condition of rhe Church of 
I/rael in the wilderneſſe, from whenee ( as I ſaid) I conceive 
the alluſion to be chiefly.caken. 
_ Wherefore I fee no realen why ſuch a fhould be 
received: to wit, that the Church is loſt, and her Ordinanoes are 
loft, and therefore that we can neither know, nor do any thing 
uatill the conſummation of that time of the churches being in 
the wilderneſſe. Surely ſuch an opinion doth axiſe, and is main 
tained from the policie ot Satan, and not from the teaching of 
the hely Spirit. Other things might have been fpoken by wa 

ol anfwer to that objection, but What I have ſaid ( I pas Bons, 
may fuffice. : 

Thus much concerning the explication and clearing the laft 
generall head. What I have faid concerning this head is afefull 
thus farr; to wit, As well to conficme and eſtabliſi-the hearts 
of the Saints who are under the practiſe of this truth, that they 
through the Lords help, may ſta ad ſtedfaſt herein againſt all the 
wiles of Sataa,unto the prayſe of God: As alſo to give ſatisfacti- 


on Cif the Lord pleaſe ] co ſuch who deeme to make ſeruple at 
ſuch like things as the ol th m the pra@tife of 
this baptiſme, which they are convi o bea truth of Chrift. 
lee fach take heed ef dallying with the truchs ef the Lord 

And thus as the Lord hath helped me, I have cleared up 
thofe Which I propetitided ia my entrance 
inte this matter: As alfo have layd dewne in brief what uſefull 
inſtruſtiont are to be learned from each of them. 

To conclude: It was not my purpoſe to anſwer all argu- 
ments particulerly, which are alledged by ot be the mantai- 
nance ef Infants baptifme. ſeeing that is proficablely and ſweet- 
ly done by others of che Lords witneſſes. But what ea 
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The Conclahion of abe Matter. 


and propounded, I have (throngh the Lords help ) in forme com. 
forteble meaſure performed. Being fully perſwaded that whit! 
have written is che mind of Chrift, and may ferve to convince all 
gainfayings, and overthrew all arguments whatfoever, which 
are alledged for infants baptiſme: and to ſatisfie all fuch, ho 
have not a prejudice againſt the truth, and preferre other things 
above the cruth. 

Ido therefore exhort all ſuch whe profeſſe to love the truth, 
and fay they deſire to know and obey the truth: that they lay a- 
fide all prejudice, wordly reſpects, ſelf- ends, carnall reafonings, 
and queſtions about words, which are net to edification : and 
ſpeedily, without delay, to give up themſelves to the obedience 
of the truth in this and all other things. And let them confider 
what the Lord Jefus faith, Iohn 14. 21. He that hath my cem- 
mandements, and keepeth them, he it is that levech me: and he 


that loveth me ſhall be loved of my Father, and I Will love him, 
and will manifeft my ſelte to him. 


* 


